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“  Sherwood,” 

Rishton, 


To  the  Members  of  the 
Rishton  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

i  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  Health,  Sanitary  Condition  and  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  of  Rishton  for  the  year 
ending-  31st  December,  1937. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  in  acres,  2,878.4. 

Population  (Census  1931),  6,631. 

Population  (estimated  1936),  5,937. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1931),  1,705. 

End  of  1937,  according  to  Rate  Book,  1,830. 

Rateable  Value,  £40,132. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £156. 

22  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 

Social  Conditions  and  Chief  Occupations  of  Inhabitants. 

The  inhabitants  are  of  good  working  class,  the  staple  trades 
being  cotton  and  felt  weaving,  paper  manufacturing,  mining,  and 
fireclay  works.  The  houses  are  in  good  general  repair,  the  fabric 
being  mainly  of  stone.  About  half  of  the  occupiers  own  their  own 
houses. 
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The  town  is  chiefly  built  of  stone,  and  lighted  with  gas 
supplied  by  the  Accrington  Gas  and  Water  Board,  and  electricity 
supplied  by  the  Blackburn  Corporation. 

The  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  passes  through  from  east  to 
west. 

There  is  a  good  service  of  motor  ’buses  supplied  by  the 
Iiibble  Motors,  Ltd. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Birth  Rate. 

71  births  were  registered  during  the  year  1936  (34  males  and 
37  females),  which  includes  2  illegitimate  births  (2  females). 

The  birth-rate  is  11.9  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  12.2  per  1,000  for  the  year  1936 — a  decrease  of  .3  per  1,000. 

The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of  the 
population  is  14.9.  Ours,  therefore,  shows  a  decrease  on  this 
figure  of  3.0  per  1,000. 


Death  Rate. 

84  deaths  were  registered  during  1937  (36  males  and  48 
females),  giving  a  death-rate  of  14.1  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  death-rate  for  1936  was  12.4  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Therefore  the  rate  for  1937  shows  an  increase  of  1.7  per  1,000. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of  the 
population  from  all  causes  for  the  year  1937  is  12.1  per  1,000, 
our  rate  showing  an  increase  of  1.7  per  1,000. 


Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

2  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  (2  males),  giving  a  rate 
from  this  cause  of  .33  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  .33  per  1,000 
in  1936.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 
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Deaths  from  Puerpural  Causes.  Deaths. 

Puerpural  Sepsis .  — 

Other  Puerpural  causes  .  1 

Total .  1 


Infantile  Mortality.. 

During-  the  year  4  children  died  before  reaching  the  age  of 
one  year — 4  girls. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  this  year  is  .66  per  3,000 
registered  births,  showing  an  increase  of  .26  per  1,000  on  1936. 


Deaths  of  Infants  M.  F. 

under  1  year  ...  Total  —  4 

Live  Births .  34  37 

Stillbirths .  3  6 


Vital  Statistics — Summary. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Causes . 

(a)  Cancer,  all  ages  . 

M.  F. 

Typhoid  fever,  etc . . 

Measles  . . 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

Whooping  Cough  .  ... - 

Diptheria  . —  1 

Influenza  .  1  1 

Encephalitis  lethargica  . . 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . . 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  .  2  — 

Other  tuberculosis  . . 

Syphilis  . . 

General  paralysis  of  insane, 


etc . . 

Cancer .  6  7 

Diabetes  .  1  1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage .  4  5 

Heart  disease  .  13  12 

Aneurysm  .  —  — 

Other  circulatory  . —  5 

Bronchitis  .  1  1 

Pneumonia  .  ...  - —  1 


M.  F.  M.  F. 

Legitimate  —  4 
Legitimate  —  3 

,,  —  —  Illegitimate  ...  1  — 


36  males,  48  females. 
.  13 

M.  F. 


G.P.I.  tabes,'  etc . . 

Other  respiratory  .  ... - 

Peptic  ulcer .  1  — 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) - 

Appendicitis  . —  1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  . . 

Other  liver  diseases  . . 

Other  digestive . . 

Nephritis  .  3  — 

Other  puerperal  . —  1 

Congenital  causes,  etc . —  3 

Senility  .  1  1 

Suicide  . —  1 

Other  violence  . —  2 

Other  defined  causes  .  2'  5 

Ill-defined  causes  . —  1 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No. 

" 35)  . .  ...  1  — 

Small -pox  . . 

Poliomyelitis  . . 

Polioencephalitis  . . 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

We  have  no  hospital  accommodation  in  the  district. 

Hospitals  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  are  : — 

1.  Tuberculosis.  Provided  by  the  County  Council. 

2.  Maternity  and  Children.  None. 

3.  Fever.  Cases  are  sent  to  Blackburn  Fever  Hospital 

when  difficulty  in  isolating  at  home  arises. 

4.  Smallpox.  Elm  Tree  Hospital,  Oswaldtwistle,  owned 

by  the  Oswaldtwistle  U.D.C. 

5.  Other  Hospitals  are  : — 

Blackburn  Royal  Infirmary. 

Queen’s  Park  Hospital,  Blackburn. 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Manchester  Eye  Hospital. 

Blackburn  Municipal  Maternity  Home. 

Accrington  Municipal  Maternity  Home. 


The  Hospitals  in  Sec.  5  are  outside  the  district.  The  Council 
subscribe  to  the  Manchester  Hospitals  and  the  Blackburn  Royal 
Infirmary. 

The  Public  Assistance  Institution  is  situated  in  the  County 
Borough  of  Blackburn. 

No  special  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children 

The  Public  Assistance  Institution  is  situated  in  the  County 
Borough  of  Blackburn. 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  J.  Ferguson,  L.R.C.P.  &  S.,  etc.  (part 
time) . 

C.  Woodcock,  A.R.,  San.  I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Meat  Inspector. 


Child  Welfare. 

This  work  is  under  the  able  supervision  of  the  County  Council, 
which  is  giving  very  satisfactory  results.  Open  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays,  2-0  to  4-0  p.m. 

Sessions  are  held  for  mothers,  and  the  Clinic  is  open  for  the 
treatment  of  dental,  ophthalmic  and  orthopaedic  cases. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

All  infectious  disease  cases  are  removed  in  motor  ambulances 
by  special  arrangement  with  the  Isolation  Hospital  authorities 
concerned. 

Accidents  and  other  non-infectious  cases  are  now  removed  by 

our  own  Ambulance,  which  was  first  used  on  April  5th,  1934,  being 

called  out  on  317  occasions  during  the  vear  1937. 

<_> 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

One  nurse  is  employed  by  the  Rishton  District  Nursing 
Association. 

There  is  no  Nurse  for  infectious  disease. 


Midwifery. 

Number  of  midwives  on  the  County  Council  Register  31st 
December,  193  6;- 


Number  on  Register,  1.  Number  actually  practising,  1. 
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Sanitary  Administration. 

The  town’s  water  supply  is  under  the  control  of  the  Accrington 
District  Gas  and  Water  Board,  whose  area  of  supply  also  covers 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Church,  Clayton-le-Moors,  Great  Harwood, 
Altham,  and  the  Boroughs  of  Accrington  and  Haslingden. 

It  is  constant,  good,  and  possesses  no  plumbo  solvent 
action. 

The  number  of  premises  supplied  are  approximately  2,000. 

The  sources  of  water  supply  are  from  upland  surfaces,  with 
springs  from  sandstone  and  boreholes  into  sandstone,  storage 
reservoirs,  situated  at  Great  Harwood,  Baxenden,  and  Burnley 
Road,  Accrington.  The  latter  supply  (Burnley  Road)  is 
augmented  from  boreholes  situated  at  Altham,  the  existing  bore¬ 
holes  yielding  at  one  time  a  very  hard  water.  A  new  borehole  has 
now  been  sunk  into  the  lower  water  bearing  strata  at  Altham  to 
a  depth  of  350  feet.  This  water,  amounting  to  a  little  over  one- 
third  of  the  total  water  consumed,  is  now  pumped  into  a  new 
covered  concrete  reservoir  at  the  Burnley  Road  works,  where  it 
mixes  with  the  surface  and  spring  water  collected  from  the 
gathering  ground  before  being  distributed  into  the  district.  The 
surface  gathered  water  is  mechanically  filtered  before  it  enters  the 
new  covered  reservoir.  The  new  supply  at  Altham  is  more 
suitable  for  domestic  use,  being  exceptionally  pure  in  quality,  and 
not  so  hard  as  the  first  borehole  gave. 


The  whole  of  the  water  from  the  Dean  reservoirs,  Great  Har¬ 
wood,  is  passed  through  open  sand  filters,  as  is  the  greater  part 
of  the  supply  from  the  Mitchells  reservoirs  at  Baxenden. 


Sewerage  Disposal. 

Our  Bacteriological  system  of  sewage  treatment  is  satis¬ 
factory,  the  effluent  being  exceptionally  clean,  showing  the 
efficiency  of  this  method.  The  outfall  takes  place  at  Holt, 
discharging  into  the  River  Hyndburn. 

The  drainage  system  is  of  the  usual  type;  storm  water  and 
sewage  being  conveyed  in  a  common  sewer. 
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Sewerage. 

102,919,000  gallons  of  sewerage  and  storm  water  were  dealt 
with  at  the  works  during  the  year.  Compared  with  the  year 
1936,  this  shows  a  decrease  of  23,730,000  gallons  treated,  due  to 
rainfall  being  below  the  average.  Details  are  appended  below  : — 

Dry  weather  flow  .  87,919,000  gallons. 

Storm  water  .  15,000,000  ,, 


Rainfall. 


I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Renshaw,  the  Surveyor,  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  figures  shewing  the  rainfall  for  each  month  during  the  year  : — • 


January 
February 
March  ... 
April 

May  ...  . 
June 

July  ... 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


3.08 

inches. 

4.39 

y  y 

1.40 

y  y 

2.53 

y  y 

2.09 

y  y 

2.43 

y  y 

1.43 

y  y 

2.18 

y  1 

1.19 

y  y 

0.99 

y  f 

1.42 

y  y 

1.47 

y  1 

Total 

Average 


24.60  inches, 
2.05  ,, 


Excrement  Disposal. 

There  are  no  privy  middens  in  the  district.  All  pail  closets 
are  emptied  weekly,  the  contents  being  tipped  in  a  special  man¬ 
hole  at  the  sewerage  works. 

Waste  Water  Closets  are  still  a  source  of  trouble,  becoming 
choked  through  defective  tipplers,  and  the  shafts  becoming  foul 
through  want  of  cleaning. 
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House  Refuse  Removal. 

This  work  is  done  by  the  Sanitary  Department.  Ashbins  are 
emptied  weekly,  and  ashpits  monthly,  by  a  horse-drawn  vehicle 
occupied  whole  (time.  There  is  no  destructor  in  the  district,  all 
refuse  being  disposed  of  by  controlled  tapping. 

Shop  refuse  is  buried  beneath  ordinary  refuse,  which  gives  no 
cause  for  complaint. 

The  tip  is  free  from  rats. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

Frequent  visits  are  made  to  these  premises,  which  are 
generally  found  to  be  in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition. 

59  visits  were  made  to  these  premises.  6  cases  of  defective 
sanitary  accommodation  were  dealt  with  and  remedied. 

J 


Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  18  premises  where  trades  of  the  above  nature  are 
carried  on  in  the  district,  1  Gut  Scraper,  3  Marine  Store  Dealers, 
and  14  Fish  Fryers.  The  premises  are  clean  and  no  nuisance  has 
arisen. 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  19  Bakehouses  in  the  district.  38  visits  have  been 
made  to  these  premises,  which  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Housing  Accommodation. 

The  Ftousing  accommodation  in  the  district  is  fairly 
good. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  a  shortage  of  houses  at  low 
rents,  having  three  bedrooms. 
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Schools. 

The  5  Schools  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  on 
the  whole  are  in  fairly  good  condition,  and  the  water  supplies  good 
and  adequate.  But  a  School  embracing  all  modern  hygienic 
conditions  would  greatly  enhance  the  health  and  progress  of  the 
children. 


General. 

Every  endeavour  has  been  made  to  improve  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Township  as  regards  overcrowding,  insanitary 
property,  and  general  housing  conditions,  and  pressure  brought  to 
bear  on  tenants  to  destroy  as  much  refuse  as  possible  by  burning 
and  to  refrain  from  misuse  of  household  fittings  such  as  sinks  and 
water  closets. 

The  Housing  Survey  under  the  Housing  Act,  1935,  was  carried 
out  during  the  year  1936.  The  report,  which  was  forwarded  to 
the  Ministry,  showed  only  four  cases  of  overcrowding,  which  have 
now  been  remedied  by  these  families  moving  into  larger  houses. 


Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1936. 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  .  l(j 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  6 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  .  0 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  10 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  (included  under  (a)  (1)  above)  .  6 


(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  (included  under  (a)  (3)  above)... 

1.- — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 


(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  200 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  204 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  .  0 
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3.  Number  of  dwelling-house's  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  0 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  60 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  .  50 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  . . .  10 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  9 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  0 

B. - — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  0 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . 0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  0 

C. - — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  . 0 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  m  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  .  0 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  .  0 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  .  0 
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The  table  below  gives  the  number  of  houses  erected  each  year 
since  1921  : — 


1922  . 

.  2 

1923  . 

.  5 

1924  . 

.  14 

1925  . 

.  7 

1926  . 

.  13 

1927  . 

.  13 

1928  . 

.  12 

1929  . 

.  14 

1930  . 

.  12 

1931  . 

.  6 

1932  . 

.  3 

1933  . 

.  10 

1934  . 

.  19 

1935  . 

.  6 

1936  . 

.  8 

1937  . 

.  22 

Sanitary  Inspections  during  1918. 

Number  of  premises  visited . 

Defects  or  Nuisances,  number  discovered  .. 
,,  ,,  number  abated 

Number  of  notices  served,  Informal  . 

,T  ,,  Statutory  . 


1,174 

244 

200 

20 

10 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

An  adequate  supply  of  good  milk  is  produced  within  the 
district  and  certain  supplies  are  brought  into  the  district. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1938. 

The  above  Order  supersedes  and  replaces,  as  from  the  1st 
June,  1936,  the  existing  Orders  of  1923  and  1934  relating  to  the 
licensing  and  sale  of  milk  under  Special  Designations. 

The  number  of  grades  of  Special  Designations  are  to  be 
reduced  from  four  to  three,  namely,  Tuberculin  Tested,  Accredited 
and  Pasteurised. 


15 


Tuberculin  Tested  will  replace  the  present  Certified  and 
Grade  A  (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milks. 

Accredited  Milk  will  replace  the  present  Grade  A  Milk. 

Pasteurised  Milk  will,  as  at  present,  be  milk  which  has  been 
held  at  a  temperature  of  145°  — 150° F.  for  30  minutes. 

Tuberculin  Tested. — The  conditions  prescribed  for  this 
grade  are  substantially  the  same  as  those  at  present  prescribed 
for  Grade  A  (Tuberculin  Tested).  It  is  milk  from  cows  which 
have  passed  a  veterinary  examination  and  a  tuberculin  test ;  and 
it  may  be  bottled  on  the  farm  or  elsewhere.  If  pasteurised  it  must 
be  described  as  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised).  If  it  is  bottled 
on  the  farm  the  word  “  Certified  ’ ’  may  be  added  to  its 
description. 

Accredited. — The  conditions  prescribed  for  this  grade  are 
similar  to  those  at  present  prescribed  for  Grade  A.  Milk.  It  is 
raw  milk  from  cows  which  have  passed  a  veterinary  examination  ; 
and  it  may  be  bottled  on  the  farm  or  elsewhere.  If  bottled  on  the 
farm  the  words  “  Farm  Bottled  ”  may  be  added  to  the  designation. 
It  must  satisfy  the  same  bacteriological  tests  as  are  prescribed 
for  raw  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

Pasteurised. — This  designation  is  applicable  both  where 
Accredited  Milk  and  where  ungraded  milk  is  pasteurised  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  requirements  of  the  new  Order.  The  conditions  are 
substantially  the  same  as  those  at  present  prescribed,  except  that 
further  conditions  are  imposed  with  regard  to  thermometers  and 
temperature  records. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936:  — 

No.  of  Dealers’  Licenses  issued  during  1936,  in  respect  of:  — 

“  Tubercular  Tested  ”  milk  .  None 

“  Accredited  ”  milk  .  One 

No.  of  Licenses  issued  in  respect  of  “  Pasteurised  ”  milk  : — 

Retail  distributors  .  6 


Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

The  amount  of  air  space  required  for  each  cow  in  a  cowshed 
is  600  cubic  feet  when  habitually  grazed,  and  800  cubic  feet  when 
not  habitually  grazed. 
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The  amount  of  floor  space  ...  60  sq.  ft.  per  cow. 

,,  ,,  window  space  .  3  sq.  ft.  per  cow. 

Total  No.  of  Cowkeepers  .  26 

No.  on  the  Register  .  25 

No.  of  inspections  during-  year .  105 

The  veterinary  inspection  of  dairy  cows  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council. 


Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925. 

Three  cows  have  been  dealt  with  under  this  Order  during 
the  year,  the  carcases  being  destroyed  and  compensation  duly  paid 
to  the  farmers  concerned. 

D  uring  1936,  10  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  County 
Police.  All  were  found  to  be  genuine. 

Farms. 

The  farmers  in  the  district  appear  to  be  taking  a  great  interest 
in  the  production  of  clean  milk.  Visits  were  made  to  these 
premises,  which  were  found  to  be  in  a  clean  condition. 

The  limewashing  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  is  carried  out  where 
necessary  and  is  done  at  least  twice  yearly.  Strict  supervision  is 
kept  to  see  that  the  water  supplies  are  free  from  contamination. 

Steady  progress  is  being  made  in  bringing  farm  premises  up 
to  date. 


Food  and  Drugs  ( Adulteration)  Act,  1928.  • 


The  under-mentioned  samples  were  purchased  in  Rishton 
during  the  year,  and  were  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst.  All 
were  found  to  be  genuine  : — 


Milk 

Coffee 


Pepper 
Sugar 
Tapioca 
Lard  .. 


10  samples. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


y  y 
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Blitter 
Cheese 
Margarine 
Boiled  Sweets 
Meat  Pie  ... 
Borax 

Cinnamon  ... 
Corn  Flour 
Glauber  Salts 
Oat  Meal  ... 
Mixed  Spice 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


All  were  found  to  be  genuine. 


1  J 

i  } 

1  } 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Superintendent  of  Police,  Church,  for 
the  above  information. 


Meat  Inspection. 

We  have  two  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  1  licensed  and 
1  registered.  They  are  kept  clean  and  the  limewashing  is  done 
when  necessary.  All  carcases  and  their  offal  are  inspected  on  day 
of  slaughter. 

See  Table  on  next  page. 
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Infectious  Disease. 

Five  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  The 
cases  were  Laryngeal  and  Pharyngeal. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  kept  at  the  Health  Office 
and  Police  Station,  which  is  available  for  medical  practitioners  at 
any  time. 

Bacteriological  specimens  are  examined  by  the  Clinical 
Research  Association,  and  the  following  specimens  were 
examined  : — 

Throat  Swabs,  17.  5  Positive;  12  Negative. 

Sputum  is  examined  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Accring¬ 
ton.  I  am  most  grateful  to  Dr.  MacPhee  and  his  Staff  for  help 
and  advice  given  in  tuberculosis  cases. 


Disinfection. 

12  houses  have  been  disinfected  during  1937.  The  method 
used  was  formaldehyde  spray  and  formaldehyde  gas. 

When  necessary  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  is  disinfected  by 
steam  at  the  Accrington  Disinfecting  Station. 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during  1932-37. 


Chicken  Pox  . 

1932 

0 

1933 

0 

1934 

10 

1935 

14 

1936 

0 

1937 

0 

Small  Pox  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  . 

5 

47 

21 

0 

4 

5 

Enteric  Fever  . 

0 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  . . 

2 

1 

1 

O 

CJ 

1 ' 

1 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pueperal  Pyrexia  . 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

3 

10 

2 

10 

2 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1 

0 

11 

2 

2 

7 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary  . 

5 

0 

6 

5 

6 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  .... 

1 

0 

1 

8 

0 

3 

17 

71 

35 

35 

15 

22 

Total  Cases  Notified. 


20 

A  table  giving  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  dur¬ 
ing-  the  year,  also  the  ages  at  which  cases  occurred,  is  given 
below  : — 


Deaths 

in 

Hosp. 

rH 

rH 

Re¬ 

moved 

to 

Hosp. 

‘ 

to  LO 

CO 

Deaths 

T— H 

rH 

Y  ears 

65 

and 

over 

rH 

rH 

LO  iO 
•d-  lO 

CM 

CM 

LO  IO 
to  "d- 

rH 

rH 

O  LO 

CM  hO 

rH 

rH 

m  o 

rH  <M 

rH 

H 

O  LO 

rH  rH 

rH  rH 

1 

03 

5 

10 

^d-  (M  !— i 

D- 

'd-  iO 

1 

hO  -d- 

rH 

rH 

<M  hO 

rH 

rH  CM 

Under 

1 

*H 

tH 

Total 

cases 

at  all 
ages 

j 

I>  LO  LO  rH 

CO 

rH 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

Small  Pox  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Acute  Prim.  Pneumonia  ^ 
Acute  Infl.  Pneumonia  ^ 

Puerperal  Fever . 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

Erysipelas  . 

Chicken  Pox  . 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Paratyphoid  . 

Totals 
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Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


New  Cases. 

Age — -Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 
Years  M.  F.  M.  F. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0—1  . 

1—5  . 

5—10  . 

10-15  .  1 

15—20  . 

20—25  .  1 

25—35  . 

35—45  .  1 

45—55  .  1 

o5 — 65  .*• 

2 

65  and  upwards 

Totals  ...  1  12 

2 

1  3 

2 
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Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Death 
Rates,  and  Case=Rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the 
year  1937.  (England  and  Wales,  London,  125  Great  Towns 
and  148  Smaller  Towns). 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


125 

148 

County 

Smaller  Towns 

Boroughs 

(Resident 

and 

Populations 

London 

England  ( 

Ireat  Towns 

25,000  to 

Administra- 

and 

including 

50,000  at 

tive 

Wales. 

London. 

1931  Census) 

County. 

BIRTHS— 

Rates  per 

1,000  Population. 

Live . 

...  14.9 

14.9 

15.3 

13.3 

Still  . 

...  0.60 

0.67 

0.64 

0.54 

DEATHS— 

All  causes  . 

...  12.4 

12.5 

11.9 

12.3 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid  fevers 

..  0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox  . 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Measles  . 

..  0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

Scarlet  fever  . 

..  0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  cough  ... 

..  0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.06 

Diphtheria  . 

..  0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

0.05 

Influenza  . 

..  0.45 

0.39 

0.42 

0.38 

Violence  . 

..  0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

0.51 

NOTIFICATIONS- 

Smallpox  . 

..  0.00 

— 

0.00 

— 

Scarlet  fever  . 

..  2.33 

2.56 

2.42 

2.09 

Diphtheria . 

..  1.49 

1.81 

1.38 

1.93 

Enteric  fever  . 

..  0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.05 

Erysipelas  . 

..  0.37 

0.43 

0.34 

0.44 

Pneumonia  . 

..  1,36 

1.58 

1.20 

1.18 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live  Birth 

s. 

Deaths  under  1  year 

of 

age . 

58’ 

62 

55 

60 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  tinder 

2 

years  of  age  . 

...  5.8 

7.9 

3.2 

12,0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY- 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

...  0.97 

Others  . 

...  2.26 

Not  aval  la 

hie. 

Total  .  ...  ... 

...  3.23 

Ra 

tes  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e. 

Live  &  Still) . 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY- 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

...  0.94 

Others  . 

...  2.17 

Not  available. 

Total  . 

...  3.11 

NOTIFICATIONS- 

Puerperal  fever  ... 

... 

4.15 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

...  18.93 

17.59 

11.52 

14.34 
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Improvements. 

Improvements  on  farms  and  milk  supplies  are  the  most  notice¬ 
able. 


Steady  progress  has  been  made  in  the  conversion  of  ashpits 
to  the  movable  dustbin  system. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Chas.  Woodcock,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  for  his  willing  and  kind  co-operation  in  the  work  during 
my  period  of  office.  He  has  been  most  energetic  and  enthusiastic 
in  the  working  of  the  Housing  Acts  and  the  health  work  generally, 
and  deserves  the  highest  appreciation. 

1  must  also  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 
the  Clerk,  and  other  Officials  for  many  kindnesses  during  the  year; 
their  assistance  on  many  occasions  has  been  most  helpful  in  the 
detail  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FERGUSON,  L.R.C.P.  &  S.,  etc., 


December  31st,  1937. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1937. 


Sanitary  Dept.,  Council  Offices,  Rishton. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rishton  Urban 

District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  a  report  of  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary 
Department  during  the  year  1937. 

The  number  of  complaints  investigated  were  142,  action  being 
taken  in  each  case  and  the  necessary  work  carried  out. 

994  visits  were  made  to  premises,  and  224  nuisances  were 
discovered. 

In  most  cases  the  owners’  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
nuisances,  which  had  the  desired  effect. 

Sanitary  Defects  discovered  : 

Defective  bins,  81. 

Ashpits  abolished,  20. 

Accumulations,  3. 

Defective  drains,  13. 

Damp  walls,  5. 

Defective  yard  doors,  <l. 

Defective  eaves,  gutters,  20. 

Defective  roofs,  24 
Offensive  accumulations,  0. 

Defective  chimney  flues,  1. 

Defective  fire  grates,  4. 

Walls  requiring  pointing,  5. 

Defective  sinks,  5. 

Defective  ashpits,  10. 

Defective  window  frames,  16. 

Broken  floors,  8. 

Infectious  Disease. 

D  uring  the  year  18  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
(5  Diphtheria,  7  Scarlet  Fever,  5  Pneumonia,  1  Erysipelas, 
4  Tuberculosis) .  All  premises  were  visited  and  disinfected. 

Eight  cases  were  treated  in  hospital  during  the  year. 

Each  case  has  been  visited  and  disinfectants  supplied  gratis, 
together  with  instructions  regarding  home  nursing  and  preventa¬ 
tive  measures. 


Choked  and  defective  waste  water 

closets,  46. 

Broken  and  decayed  plaster,  5. 

Broken  waste  pipes  from  .sinks,  2. 
Defective  and  dilapidated  waste 

water  closets,  5. 
Chimney  stacks  defective,  1. 

Rain  water  pipes  defective  or 

choked,  6. 

Keeping  of  animals  so  as  to  be  a 

nuisance,  0. 

Defective  kitchen  boilers  and  ovens,  0. 
Dangerous  and  defective  yard  walls,  13. 
Broken  window  cords,  12. 

Defective  wash  boilers,  3. 

Dirty  houses,  2. 

Defective  and  dangerous  walls,  19. 
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At  the  termination  of  the  disease,  when  the  patient  is  nursed 
at  home,  and  on  receipt  of  notice  to  that  effect  from  the  doctor 
attending-  the  case,  the  infected  bedding-  is  disinfected,  the  infected 
room  is  sprayed  with  Formaldehyde,  and  afterwards  fumigated. 

Where  the  patient  is  removed  to  hospital,  the  above  method 
of  disinfection  is  carried  out  immediately  after  the  removal  has 
taken  place. 

Schools  are  notified  where  children  of  school  age  are  either 
infected  or  in  contact  with  infectious  disease ;  Schools  are  also 
sprayed  and  fumigated  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require. 
Library  books  from  infected  houses  are  returned  to  Preston  for 
disinfection,  and  afterwards  returned  to  the  Public  Library;  the 
Librarian  is  also  notified. 

Number  of  houses  fumigated  with  formaldehyde  gas  ...  20 

Ambulance. 

The  Ambulance  has  been  called  out  on  317  occasions  during 
the  year. 

Removed  to  and  from  hospital : — 

For  Sickness,  311.  For  Accidents,  6. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

The  above  Order  came  into  operation  on  October  1st,  1926, 
and  we  have  26  Cowkeepers  and  6  Dairymen  registered.  There 
were  104  visits  paid  to  these  premises  during  the  year. 


Improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  eight  farms  regarding 
reconstruction  work,  the  increase  of  air  space,  amount  of  lighting 
and  ventilation,  improvements  in  paving  and  drainage  work,  and 
water  supplies,  details  of  which  are  appended  below  : — 


Tan  house  Farm  - 
Blacklow  Farm  - 

Manor  House  Farm  - 

Holt  Farm  - 
East  Whitehouse  Farm  - 
Higher  Side  Beet  Farm 
Middle  Mickle  Hey  Farm 
Cutt  Farm  - 


Shippon  remodelled. 

Shippon  remodelled,  separate  dairy 
provided. 

Shippon  remodelled,  separate  dairy 
provided. 

Shippon  remodelled. 

Additional  shippon  provided. 

New  ram  provided  for  water  supply. 

New  ram  provided. 

Shippon  remodelled,  separate  dairy 
provided. 


All  the  foregoing  work  was  carried  out  to  the  requirements 
of  the  above  Order. 
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It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  there  is  an  increased  desire  on  the 
part  of  cowkeepers  to  improve  their  premises. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary. 

No  action  required  for  any  cases  of  food  poisoning. 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  food  shops,  which  were  found 
to  be  kept  clean,  and  the  various  meats  displayed  were  always 
found  to  be  of  good  quality.  Strict  attention  is  being  given  to 
premises  where  ice-cream  is  manufactured. 

Bakehouses,  15  in  number,  and  other  premises  where  foods  are 
manufactured,  stored  or  exposed  for  sale  have  been  inspected  from 
time  to  time  and  their  condition  found  satisfactory.  No  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  necessary  nor  was  any  instance  found  in  which 
existing  powers  were  nadequate  for  dealing  with  any  defects. 


Housing. 

200  houses  were  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and 
the  Housing  Acts,  1936.  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 
was  60. 

20  informal  notices  were  served  under  the  Housing  Acts, 
1930,  and  10  Statutory  Notices,  during  1937. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  particulars  of  the  closet  accom¬ 
modation  in  the  district  — 


Fresh  Water  Closets  .  596 

Waste  Water  Closets .  1.440 

Pail  Closets  .  30 


Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  17  such  premises  on  the  register,  viz.,  Gut 
Scrapers,  1;  Marine  Store  Dealers,  2;  Fried  Fish  Shops,  14. 

All  these  premises  have  been  frequently  visited  and  were 
found  to  be  kept  very  clean,  giving  no  cause  for  complaint. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  75  Factories  and  Workshops  on  the  register. 
59  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises.  In  six  instances  it 
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has  been  necessary  to  call  attention  of  owners  to  sanitary  defects, 
or  nuisances,  in  every  instance  the  remedy  being  applied  without 
resorting  to  formal  action. 

No  notices  were  served,  verbal  warnings  only  being  necessary. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  household  refuse  is  collected  by  a  horse-drawn  vehicle 
occupied  whole  time.  All  ashbins  are  emptied  weekly  and  ashpits 
monthly. 

The  refuse  is  deposited  on  land,  and  the  practice  of  controlled 
tipping  has  removed  all  cause  for  complaint. 

20  ashpits  have  been  abolished  during  the  year. 


Refuse  Receptacles. 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  in  the  conversion  of  ashpits 
to  the  movable  dustbin  system. 


Cleansing  Dept.,  Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse 

The  whole  of  the  cleansing,  both  refuse  collection  and  disposal, 
is  carried  out  by  the  Council,  under  my  supervision,  through  the 
Cleansing  Department,  and  the  work  is  carried  out  systematically, 
no  complaints  being  received. 

Shop  refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly  and  deposited  on  the 
Council’s  tip,  and  satisfactorily  covered. 

The  house  refuse  is  disposed  of  entirely  by  tipping.  The  tips 
are  satisfactory,  and  free  from  nuisance. 


Storage  of  Petroleum  and  Carbide. 

20  visits  have  been  paid  to  premises  where  petroleum  and 
carbide  are  stored. 


To  store  Petroleum 
To  store  Carbide 


15 

2 


There  were  no  infringements  observed. 
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In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  many  kindnesses 
extended  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee,  the  Clerk  to  the  Council,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  Accountant,  Surveyor,  my  staff,  and  all  others  who  have 
assisted  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  WOODCOCK, 

Mem.  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 

Associate  Member  Institution  of  Sanitary  Engineers 
(Cert.  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods). 

(Cert,  of  the  Royal  San.  Inst,  in  the  Work  of  a 

Sanitary  Inspector). 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Superintendent  of  Refuse 
Collection  and  Disposal,  and  Petroleum  Officer. 


Number  of  Premises  in  Rishton. 


Dwellings  over  £26  rateable  value .  30 

Dwellings  under  £26  rateable  value . 1,697 

(891  let  on.  rental;  836  owner  occupiers). 

Shops,  lockup  .  30 

Shops  and  Dwellings .  140 

Hotels  .  6 

Off-Licence  .  1 

Farms  .  26 

Cotton  Mills  .  6 

Electricity  Works  .  1 

Cooked  Meat  Works .  1 

Brick  Works  ...  .  1 

Colliery  1 

Wheelwright  and  Smith  .  1 

Joiners’  premises .  4 

Property  Repairers’  premises .  2 

Printers .  2 

Tinplate  Works  .  1 

Radio  Warehouse  .  1 

Plasterers  .  1 

Paper  Mills  .  1 

Paint  Works .  1 

l  imber  and  Poultry  Food  Merchant .  1 


In  December,  1937,  there  were  35  empty  houses  and  14  empty 
shops. 
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